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Continued Examination Under 37 CFR L114 

1 . A request for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, including the fee set forth in 
37 CFR 1 - 17(e), was filed in this application after final rejection. Since this application is 
eligible for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.1 14, and the fee set forth in 37 CFR 1.17(e) 
has been timely paid, the finality of the previous Office action has been withdrawn pursuant to 
37 CFR 1.114. AppUcant*s submission filed on 08/3 1/2005 has been entered. 

Response to Arguments 

2. Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1, 5 and 9 have been considered but are 
moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

3. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S. C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

4. Claims 1, 5, 9 and 15-17 rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Fach (US Patent # 6,028,623) in view of Watanabe (US Patent # 5,528,293). 

[Claim 1] 

Fach teaches an image conversion system comprising a scanner (figure 1, optoelectronic 
transducer 3) which reads an image form a film (1) and generates a digital signal representing the 
image (1 1) (col, 3 line 56- col. 4 hne 12). Fach also teaches that the film scanner generates data 
in the known DPX format (Digital Picture Exchange format) as shown in figures 2a, 2b and 2c 
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(col. 4 lines 25-29). Fach further teaches in figure 3 a TIFF format in which the image 
information data of the scanned film frame is transferred wherein TIFF is a standardized format, 
particularly used as a format for consumer appHcations (col 4 lines 49-58) and is therefore a 
separate format form the digital image generation means (DPX). Fach also teaches a connected 
digital recorder which records the digital image signals 1 1 of the fibn scanner (col. 4 Unes 20- 
25). Fach teaches that one of the advantages of the present invention is that by having a TIFF 
format generated by the film scanner, the film scanner can also provide image data for wider 
uses in the multimedia field and in consumer apphcations (col. 2 lines 48-59). 

Fach fails to teach wherein the TIFF format is used in a digital camera and the recording 
medium used to record the images can be loaded in a digital camera. However Watanabe teaches 
a digital camera that stores images in a TIFF format into a memory card 30 (col. 6 lines 11-35, 
figure 3) in order to make it compatible to a number of PCs. 

Therefore taking the combined teachings of Fach and Watanabe, it would be obvious to 
one skilled in the art at the time of the invention to have been motivated to have used TIFF 
format in a digital camera and stored in a memory card in order to make it compatible to a lot of 
types of personal computers as TIFF is a standard format for images and is currently supported 
by a lot of types of PCs as taught in Watanabe (col. 5 lines 44-50). 
[Claims 5 and 9] 

In regards to claims 5 and 9, see Examiner's notes on rejection of claim 1. 
[Claims 15-17] 
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In regards to claims 15-17 see Examiner's notes on the rejection of claim 1, 5, and 9 respectively. 
Examiner notes that services such as an A/D converter, digital processing of image data, and 
storage in a memory card are exclusive to a digital camera. 

5. Claims 14 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Fach (US Patent 
# 6,028,623), Watanabe (US Patent # 5,528,293) and in further view of (USPN 6,253,023 to 
Fukushima). 

[Claim 14] 

In regards to claim 14 none of Fach or Watanbe disclose nor preclude a recording medium 
selecting means for selecting a desired recording medium from a plurality of types of recording 
mediums, which can be loaded into a digital camera. 

Fukushima discloses a recording medium selecting means (column 12, Unes 55-65; 
column 13, lines 1 1-21 and 33-44; column 27, line 55 - column 28, line 17). Therefore it would 
have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention to include 
Fukushima' s recording medium selecting means since it is known in the art that various types of 
recording medium can be loaded in a digital camera. 

6. Claims 18 and 20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Fach 
(US Patent # 6,028,623), Watanabe (US Patent # 5,528,293) and in further view of Newman et 
al. (US Patent # 5,432,906). 

[Claim 18] 

Fach teaches an image conversion system comprising a scanner (figure 1, optoelectronic 
transducer 3), which reads an image form a film (1) and generates a digital signal representing 
the image (11) (col. 3 line 56- col 4 line 12). Fach also teaches that the film scanner generates 
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data in the known DPX format (Digital Picture Exchange format) as shown in figures 2a, 2b and 
2c (col 4 lines 25-29). Fach further teaches in figure 3 a TIFF format in which the image 
information data of the scanned film frame is transferred wherein TIFF is a standardized format, 
particularly used as a format for consumer applications (col. 4 lines 49-58) and is therefore a 
separate format form the digital image generation means (DPX). Fach also teaches a connected 
digital recorder which records the digital image signals 1 1 of the film scanner (col 4 lines 20- 
25). Fach teaches that one of the advantages of the present invention is that by having a TIFF 
format generated by the film scanner, the film scanner can also provide image data for wider 
uses in the multimedia field and in consumer appHcations (col. 2 lines 48-59). 

Fach fails to teach wherein the TIFF format is used in a digital camera and the recording 
medium used to record the images can be loaded in a digital camera. However Watanabe teaches 
a digital camera that stores images in a TIFF format into a memory card 30 (col. 6 lines 1 1-35, 
figure 3) in order to make it compatible to a number of PCs. 

Therefore taking the combined teachings of Fach and Watanabe, it would be obvious to 
one skilled in the art at the time of the invention to have been motivated to have used TIFF 
format in a digital camera and stored in a memory card in order to make it compatible to a lot of 
types of personal computers as TIFF is a standard format for images and is currently supported 
by a lot of types of PCs as taught in Watanabe (col. 5 lines 44-50). 

Fach in view of Watanabe fails to teach a color transformation means for transforming 
the digital image signal into a color space of an image taking system of a digital camera. 

However Newman et al. teaches a digital scanner (figures 3a, 3b, element 10 (a)) that is 
used as an input device for scanning a source image from a film to create an electronic 
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representation of the image and the electronic image is provided to an image processor 14 which 
adjusts the color of the electronic image and forwards it to various output devices 16 for printing, 
display or transmission over a network 1 5 or any other communication channel (col. 4 lines 44- 
55). Newman further teaches a predetermined transform definition describing a unique transform 
for mapping the values representing each color of an image in a first color space to a different set 
of values in a different set of color space (col. 4 line 65-col. 5 line 2). Newman also teaches that 
a user can also create his own custom transform definition by selecting a set of colors from a 
palate of possible colors and can specify the desired changes to these color (col. 5 lines 2-14) and 
therefore it would be obvious to one skilled in the art that any color transform chosen by a user 
including a color transform for a digital camera will be generated. Newman states that the benefit 
of performing the color translation is to compensate for idiosyncrasies of the associated scanner 
(col. 5 lines 49-51), 

Therefore taking the combined teachings of Fach, Watanabe and Newman, it would be 
obvious to one skilled in the art at the time of the invention to have been motivated to have a 
color transformation means for transforming the digital image signal into a color space of an 
image taking system of a digital camera in order to compensate for idiosyncrasies of the 
associated scanner as taught in Newman (col. 5 lines 49-51). 
[Claim 20] 

This is a method claim corresponding to apparatus claim 18 and is therefore analyzed and 
rejected based upon apparatus claim 18. 
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7. Claims 19 and 21 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Fach 
(US Patent # 6,028,623), Watanabe (US Patent # 5,528,293), Newman et al. (US Patent # 
5,432,906) and in further view of Fach (US PG-PUB # 2001/0012057). 
[Claim 19] 

Fach ('623), Watanabe and Newman fails to teach a selecting means selecting a desired format 
from a plurality of types of formats used for digital cameras. However Fach '057 teaches that a 
scanner (film scanner 3) that stores the images and are stored in a first frame store (5) after 
digitizing in the A/D converter (4) (Paragraph 13). Fach '057 further teaches that a keyboard is 
provided for selecting different preferred formats for the aspect ratio and the resolution of the 
relevant output frame (Paragraph 8). Fach '057 also teaches that the film scanner generates 
output frames in an arbitrary format and resolution which can be used in real time, for example 
for further processing in multimedia appUcations (Paragraph 3). Examiner notes that multimedia 
applications also include digital cameras as also taught by the combination of Fach '623 and 
Watanabe wherein Fach '623 generates TIFF format for multimedia applications and Watanabe 
uses TIFF format to store images in digital cameras. 

Therefore taking the combined teachings of Fach, Watanabe and Newman, it would be 
obvious to one skilled in the art at the time of the invention to have been motivated to have a 
selecting means selecting a desired format from a plurality of types of formats used for digital 
cameras. The benefit of doing so would be that by determining the format for the output frame, a 
direct further processing on computer panels or in multimedia appUcations is made possible as 
taught in Fach '057 (Abstract). - 
[Claim 21] 
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This is a method claim corresponding to apparatus claim 19 and is therefore analyzed and 
rejected based upon apparatus claim 19. 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Yogesh K. Aggarwal whose telephone number is (571) 272-7360. 
The examiner can normally be reached on M-F 9:00AM-5:30PM. 

8. If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, David Ometz can be reached on (571)-272-7593. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

9. Information regarding the status of an apphcation may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for pubhshed apphcations 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 



YKA 

November 9, 2005 




DAVID L. OMETZ 
SUPERVISORY PATENT 
EXAMINED 



